
Part 7: Mediterranean Civilization after the Fall of Rome

7.5 The Missi Dominici (802)

The greatness of a ruler has often been determined not just by how much territory he conquered, but by
how well he maintained it. The administration of an empire as vast as Charlemagne’s depended on effi-
cient servants of the king. The selections below testify to Charlemagne’s organization and efficient rule.
The Missi Dominici were members of the church and nobility who traveled throughout the realm admin-
istering justice by acting as an appellate court; it was an attempt to inject the presence of the king
directly into the law and affairs of the realm.

Source: “The Missi Dominici” is from Dana Munro, ed., Translations and Reprints from the Original
Sources of European History, vol. 6, pt. 5 (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania, 1899), p. 16.

Concerning the embassy sent out by the lord emperor. Therefore, the most serene and most Christian lord emperor Charles
has chosen from his nobles the wisest and most prudent men, both archbishops and some of the other bishops also, and ven-
erable abbots and pious laymen, and has sent them throughout his whole kingdom, and through them by all the following
chapters has allowed men to live in accordance with the correct law. Moreover, where anything which is not right and just
has been enacted in the law, he has ordered them to inquire into this most diligently and to inform him of it; he desires,
God granting, to reform it. And let no one, through his cleverness or astuteness, dare to oppose or thwart the written law,
as many would like to do, or the judicial sentence passed upon him, or to do injury to the churches of God or the poor or
the widows or the wards or any Christian. But all shall live entirely in accordance with God’s precept, justly and under a
just rule, and each one shall be admonished to live in harmony with his fellows in his business or profession; the canoni-
cal clergy ought to observe in every respect a canonical life without seeking base gain, nuns ought to keep diligent watch
over their lives, laymen and the secular clergy ought rightly to observe their laws without malicious fraud, and all ought
to live in mutual charity and perfect peace.

Question:
1. In what ways does Charlemagne’s administration of his empire reflect authority and structure?
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